Writing the Document Analysis.
Pre-Writing: Reading the Document 
Before you began writing your document analysis, you must read the document how ever many times necessary for you to understand its context.
It is also necessary to annotate the text and underline ideas or words you do not understand. You should then look this information up. 
You must also have some background knowledge about the topic. This comes from reading the chapter and taking notes in class. 
Create an outline.
Paragraph One (1) 
	Paragraph one is a summary of the document. It should tell who wrote the document, the date, and the purpose of the document. You should examine the following questions in the first paragraph
	Why is the date significant? What was going on during that time period in relation to the document? 
What is the authors point of view? What message are they trying to convey? 
Tell where the document was written. 
What was the author’s race, gender and age? Why is this significant?
What type of document is this? Why is that significant. A personal letter from a WWI Solider to his wife has a much different purpose from a speech given by a congressional leader. You need to examine this in your paper. 
Most importantly, your introduction paragraph must have a thesis! Before you write the thesis, you must analyze the evidence. 
Your thesis can be stated in the beginning, middle or end, but it must be in the first paragraph.
Body Paragraphs (2-3)
	Your body paragraphs provide evidence of the view point you are proving in your thesis. If your thesis is properly developed, you will be able to provide solid evidence for your argument. Each body paragraph must exam one piece of evidence. 
If you need more than two body paragraphs, add a third one. 
This is where your background knowledge of the topic is most appropriate. How does what you know help influence your evidence to the argument? 

Conclusion (1) 
	The concluding paragraph briefly summarizes your evidence.  It also explores questions that may have been left unanswered within the text. 
Examine any bias, discuss opposing viewpoints. 
What is the authors ultimate stance? 
What is the solution to the issue? 
Or, how has an issue been resolved? 
Remember: 
· A paragraph is composed of fully developed thoughts. A paragraph is 6-8 sentences. 
· Avoid plagiarism. 
· Correctly cite the document. It is plagiarism if you do not. 
· This is YOUR analysis. No other sources are necessary.
· DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTUE TO WRITE! 
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Guide Lines for Writing Papers: To write papers in this class effectively please refer to the following guide lines:
1. All papers must be typed in standard size 12-point Times New Roman. Papers must be doubled spaced, with one-inch margins on all sides. All written assignments must be submitted in a Word Document. Must be at least 500 words. 
2. Develop a strong thesis and do not wait until the last minute to write. Make sure your writing is clear and focused.  
3. Review your papers for spelling and grammatical errors, and for proper sentences and paragraph structure. Your grade will be lowered significantly for careless mistakes. 
4. Avoid Slang, foul language, and profanity in your papers. 
5. This is a history course. It will be most appropriate to use past tense. 
6. Avoid first person. (“I think” … “I believe” …”my opinion” …)
7. Follow the directions on Blackboard for the given assignments. The content of all papers must be at least two full pages in length. Do not add a cover sheet to any assignments.  
8. Texas Southern University has a writing lab to assist students with their writing assignments. Utilize this lab when you see fit.  
9. Take the feedback given on the previous paper to improve on the next paper. Please read the feedback given before speaking with me. 
10. AVOID PLAGIARISM! 
Historians are writers!  By the act of enrolling in this course, you have accepted responsibility to produce and submit quality work that is free from grammatical errors and that is worthy of excellence. All written assignments must be formatted in Chicago Style including the use of footnotes. Papers that do not meet the minimum page requirement, follow the proper citation format, and that are poor in quality will received a failing grade. Specific instructions have been included in the syllabus and uploaded to Blackboard. 

